For Immediate Release

Concerns of Police Survivors, Inc.

P.O. Box 3199, South Highway 5

Camdenton, MO 65020

Tel: (573) 346-4911  Fax: (573) 346-1414

Email: cop@nationalcops.org
Website: www.nationalcops.org
"Kill A Cop For God" Album Detracts from the Sanctity of Murdered Police Officer's Sacrifice

Camdenton, MO – January 21, 2009 – Police Officer Erik David Hite died June 2, 2008, in Tucson, AZ, sacrificing his life valiantly answering the "call to duty". On June 1, his life was put in danger during a high-speed car chase which ended with Officer Hite being shot. Police Officer Eric David Hite died a hero the next day, after serving and protecting a community he loved.  His life-claiming story was covered in all media outlets in the Tucson, AZ, area, and he was honored and remembered for his selfless, supreme sacrifice.
The recently-released album, “Kill A Cop For God”, sung by a “punk” group called Awful Truth, disparagingly carries the image of Officer Hite on the album cover.  Mentioned within the lyrics of one song are the names of two convicted cop-killers.  One name mentioned is David Delich, the man responsible for the death of Officer Hite.
"There are others in our society who have never heard a 'call to duty', put their lives at risk for others, or done anything to preserve the rights and freedoms we all have in the United States like Officer Hite did.  The 'recording artists' who have released the album, ‘Kill A Cop For God’, are a perfect example of those in our society who believe they can do or say anything; yet they never give to others," said Suzie Sawyer, Executive Director of Concerns of Police Survivors (C.O.P.S.).  C.O.P.S. represents over 15,000 surviving families who have lost their officers in the line of duty; all those officers lost their lives responding to the call to duty. C.O.P.S. is speaking out about the inappropriateness of the album "Kill A Cop For God", because the music honors the cop-killers. Awful Truth has also inappropriately and insensitively used a photograph of Officer Hite on their “Kill A Cop For God” album cover without consideration for his surviving family or victims of crime nationwide.
"We feel certain the members of Awful Truth aren't aware of the awful truth about the devastation experienced by families that have lost a loved one to murder. Every victim’s group nationwide should be up in arms over this, not just Concerns of Police Survivors and law enforcement groups.  Unfortunately, there is nothing to stop anyone from inappropriately using any murder victim's photo. While we believe in freedom of speech, the awful truth is that this album impinges upon the rights of not only the Hite Family, but each and every law enforcement family, and every family that has ever experienced victimization. In spite of this despicable action by Awful Truth, we certainly hope members of this ‘punk’ recording group never experience the loss of one of their loved ones to murder.  Because, unfortunately, that’s what it takes for people to truly understand the effects of the murder of a loved one on the surviving family," concluded Sawyer.
The lead singer of Awful Truth, David Stine, has stated he has no regrets regarding the use of Officer Hite’s photo, the song, or using the names of convicted cop-killers in the album’s music.
